A Handbook for Prospective Adoptive Families




Welcome!

We welcome you to Ohio’s adoption community. This book is designed to assist individuals and
families interested in learning more about the adoption process. Please use this adoption guidebook
and our web site www.state.oh.us/odjfs/oapl as a resource for your beginning steps in researching the
adoption process.

In Ohio, approximately 2,100 children are joined with their adoptive families each year.

However, many available children are still waiting for adoptive families. The concept of adoption can
be made a reality for many of you interested in adding a child to your family. Please feel free to call us
at 1-800-755-GROW (7469).

We wish you all the best as you begin your adoption journey!
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Meet Adoptive
Families - “Reaping
What You Sow”

The idea of adopting is not one
that came naturally or easily to
Miriam and Rick. After all, they
had three older birth children.
Not only that, both had full-time
jobs.

The seed was planted years ago
when Miriam worked as a patient
care assistant at a local hospital.
“People told me I would be a
good foster parent.”

Miriam left her position at the hospital to become a special education teacher at an elementary
school. “One day, a little boy came into the classroom. He was from a group home, so | knew he
didn't live with parents. I fell in love with him, and I just couldn't let this boy get away from me,”
Miriam said.

Her first thought was to become a foster parent. When Miriam inquired, she discovered that the
eight-year-old really needed a permanent family. “I was sort of scared. I thought, ‘That’s a big step."”
Nevertheless, she mentioned it to Rick, who was more reluctant than his wife to pursue adoption.
After some discussion, they decided to adopt. Whatever fears they had were conquered by love. “It's
the great unknown. At first, you don’'t know how you're really going to respond. But then you begin
to see the laughter and playfulness, you see the child’s personality, and your reservations melt away,”
said Rick.

What further helped Rick bond to his new son was the fact that he grew up in a group home. “I know
what it feels like,” Rick said. Rick and Miriam’s birth children —ages 14, 18 and 21 — adjusted “fairly
smoothly” to their new brother. "At first, our youngest felt a little cheated. But now she is a big
sister,” said Rick, something his youngest daughter has come to appreciate and enjoy.

The family now is in the process of adopting another young man, age 10, even though Miriam is
completing work on a master’s degree in special education and Rick holds two jobs — one as a pastor
and the other as a biomedical technician at a local hospital. “If you have a home, why not offer it to
someone else. What's the point of living if you can't help someone else,” said Miriam. Rick agreed,
adding, “When you give of yourself, you can never go wrong,” he said.

4



Adoption Basics
What is adoption?

Adoption is a legal process that creates a lifelong relationship between a parent and child who are not
biologically related. The adoption of a child is approved by the court and adoptive parents will receive
an adoption decree and birth certificate, acknowledging that the child is a legal family member with all
the rights and privileges of a birth child.

Who Are The Children Available For Adoption?

In Ohio there are currently more than 3,050 children waiting to be adopted. Most of the children
are:

- African American or older Caucasian children
- school-age children, many are teens
- part of a sibling group who would like to be placed together in the same home
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This chart explains how many children were waiting for adoption over the last4 years.
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The mqjority of children waiting for adoption in 2002 were between the ages of 10-17 years old.
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year 2002 were African American children.
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Meeting Adoptive Families - “A Heaping Houseful of Love’

It was a moment that caught Cheri by surprise — an innocent party prize at her church Christmas celebration to
the family with the most children. “When we won,” she recalls, “I cried.” These were tears of happiness
because there was a time when she and her husband, Ray, didn't know whether they would have children at all.
That question was answered from 1975 to 1986, when they adopted Christopher, Brian, Angie and Chase, now
27,23, 21 and 16 respectively.

Their Quest wasn't over, however. Cheri still felt a “yearning” to open her heart and home to more children. So,
in 1998, she and her husband, now in their 50°s, more than doubled their number of children by adopting a
sibling group of five. “I never did plan to adopt five children at once,” said Cheri, explaining that at first they
wanted just one boy. Then they considered twins. As these matches didn’t work out, the adoption workers
included sibling groups as options. “They were priming us to adopt more than a couple of children.”

The newest additions to their family are Michael, 13; Ashley, 12; Kit, 10; Brittany, 8; and Jay, 6. The addition of
a sibling group, especially one this large, has both practical and emotional consequences. “I wish we had a
bigger house with more bedrooms. Throwing three kids into one room is too many,” said Ray. They are doing
what they can by renovating their house to make it work better for a larger family. Food demands also have
increased significantly. “We have what you might call ‘extensive’ food storage,” added Cheri, for instance,
buying oatmeal in 40 pound bags instead of grocery shelf sized containers.

Another significant issue was blending the new children into the family. For instance, “As a 12-year-old, Chase
had to deal with new brothers. At night, Ray and | would go to our bedroom, but Chase could never get away
from them because he had to share everything.” To complicate matters, Michael was no longer the oldest child
in the family, which was a difficult adjustment for him, said Cheri, adding that a certain amount of conflict was
unavoidable before the children sorted out their places within the family.

Anyone who adopts siblings should be prepared for hard work, lots of demands and conflict. However,
whatever difficulties were associated with adopting such a large number of children have been offset by the
rewards, she said. “We have so much fun. The kids always have someone to play with and they are so friendly
and outgoing. We make friends everywhere we go,” she said. “This is the way it usually is: active, happy and
excitable.”



Who Can Adopt?

There are all kinds of adoptive families. The most important requirement for adoption is that the
family can provide a loving, stable, and secure family for a growing child. Adoptive families can be:

- married, single, divorced or widowed

- may or may not have other children

- atleast 18 years old

- renters or home owners

- of a minimum yet stable income

- of no minimum education

Is Adoption Right For Your Family?

Adoption is a decision for the entire family. It requires all family members to talk about what adoption
might be like and how adopting a child(ren) will affect the family’s current structure. Since most of
Ohio’s waiting children are in foster care and are often times adopted by their foster parents, your
family may want to speak with others who have adopted children from the foster care system. Your
family may also want to consider becoming foster parents. Families thinking about becoming an
adoptive/foster family should also consider available community resources that may support their
decision to adopt and/or foster a child. A list of adoption support groups within your community is
located in the back of this guidebook on page 44.

Prospective Adoptive Families Should Consider

The North American Council on Adoptable Children (NACAC) recommends that prospective adoptive
families examine themselves through a Self-Assessment process. The following is an excerpt from an
NACAC's manual entitled How to Adopt.

Children don’t need perfect parents, just one or two individuals willing to meet the unique challenges
of parenting and make a lifetime commitment to caring for and nurturing their children. One of the
advantages of special needs adoption is that almost any responsible adult can become an adoptive
parent. However, it is important for prospective parents to possess important personal characteristics
such as:

- a belief in adoption and an ability to commit;

- patience and perseverance;

- a good sense of humor and talent for keeping life in perspective;

- alove of children and parenting;

- the ability to roll with unexpected changes, stresses, and challenges;

- the ability to deal with rejection without taking it personally;

- the ability to accept without judging;

- tolerance and understanding for your child’s conflicting feelings and your own;



- an awareness that healing doesn't come quickly, all wounds cannot be healed, and your
child may not attach to your family;

- the strength to be consistent and set limits;

- a willingness to learn new parenting techniques and advocate for your children’s educational
and medical needs; and

- resourcefulness.

If you have all or most of those qualities, then ask yourself these questions:

= Do I clearly understand why I want to adopt?

- If applicable—Do my partner and | work as a team? Are we both committed to
adoption?

- Does my life style allow me the time necessary to meet the needs of a special child?

Think carefully about your answers to these questions. Take the time to make a good decision,
because it is a decision you and your adoptive child will live with for life.

In addition, before seriously contemplating special needs adoption, prospective parents must honestly
evaluate their desire and ability to successfully parent children who have troubling pasts and uncertain
futures. Many children who become available for adoption at older ages have not received the early
care that kids need to develop a strong sense of security, trust, and self-esteem.

Many also suffer from conditions caused by past trauma, or prenatal exposure to alcohol or drugs.
Children whose backgrounds include traumatic experiences, abuse, and/or neglect may exhibit
symptoms of distress such as:

- aggressiveness - depression

- attachment disorders - impulsiveness

- attention deficits and hyperactivity - learning disabilities
- bed wetting - low self-esteem

- defiance - lying

- poor peer relationships/social skills

Fortunately, through therapy, medication, and consistent care, children can also find ways to overcome
or at least better cope with many of these challenges.

Most children put their new adoptive parents through a period of testing to see if the parents are truly
committed or just waiting for an excuse to desert the child as others have done before. To improve
your chances of successfully adopting a child who has special needs, be prepared to offer a home
environment that combines extra love, support, and attention with clear structure and consistent limit-
setting. Parents should also be ready to actively advocate for their child at school, with peers, and
within the community. It can be immensely helpful for parents to have a support network or belong to
an adoptive parent support group.'

! Retrieved from the North American Council on Adoptable Children’s web site at www.nacac.org/howtoadopthtml.
(2003).



Researching Adoption Agencies

This guidebook does not discuss infant adoptions, adoptions using private attorneys, or international
adoptions. The guidebook does however discuss the process of adoption through the use of a Public
Children Services Agency (PCSA) or a Private Child Placing Agency (PCPA) that often works with
public agencies in completing domestic adoptions. If you are interested in completing an infant or
international adoption, a list of current Ohio licensed agencies are located in the back of this
guidebook starting on page 35.

Choosing an Adoption Agency
Many of the waiting children available for adoption within PCSAs are classified as children with special
needs. Special Needs is a phrase used to classify children who have a harder time finding families
willing to adopt them. The phrase special needs is used to describe factors such as:

- age

- background

- physical, mental and emotional challenges sometimes found among adoptable children

- children that are part of a sibling group that is being placed for adoption together

- children who are members of a minority group.
The first step in starting the adoption process is to contact your local Public Children Services Agency
(PCSA). Each county has its own PCSA. There is a list of contact information for the 88 county
agencies on page 28 in the back of this guidebook.

Questions to Ask When Researching Agencies

When you call the agency of your choice, the staff will ask you brief questions about whether you are
interested in becoming a foster and/or adoptive parent. Because many of Ohio’s foster parents adopt
children in their care, you can be licensed as a foster parent and approved as an adoptive parent in one
process. Questions you may want to ask the agency as you make the choice of which agency to work
with include:
- How many children and what type of children has the agency placed in the past few years?
- How many children does the agency have legally available for adoption?
- What are the characteristics of those children?
- How does the agency work with other public and private agencies both in Ohio and outside
Ohio?
- How long, on average, must one wait for a child?
- What is the time lapse between application and placement?
- What are the agency's policies concerning adoption paperwork, educational classes and
visits?
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- Are adoption subsidies available and how do I apply for adoption subsidies?

- What are the agency’s home study requirements and how do I start a homestudy?

- Have any of the agency’s adoptions disrupted in the past five years? How does the agency

prevent adoption disruptions?

- What is the agency’s policy toward applicants who do not accept the first child offered to

them?

- What services, including parenting classes, support groups, activities, access to therapy and
counseling, and respite care, will the agency provide before and after the child is placed in
your home?

- Can the agency provide references from parents who recently adopted from the agency?
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Meet Adoptive Families -
Love Doesn’t Cost a Dime

Pat need only look to her own
childhood to feel a passion for
adoption.

In spite of a very difficult childhood,
she was one of the lucky ones — able to
get an education, start a good career
and turn her life around. Out of her
experience grew a passion for children
in need, which moved her to first foster
and then adopt.

“I believe in my heart that children
deserve to be loved,” she said. “If  had |

given birth to all these children, it .
wouldn’t make any difference.”

“All these children” refers to three adopted children and numerous foster children over the years. After
her first adoption, she waited almost a decade before taking in two foster children, whom she
subsequently helped to reunite with their birth father.

Then Pat fostered a five-year-old with behavioral challenges. They soon bonded, and one day “he asked
me what would happen to him if I didn’t adopt him.” Soon, he became her second adopted child.

But the greatest challenge came when an agency approached her about taking a very special |12-year-
old. “When he was one, his brother threw a lighted match into his crib and he was burned over 85
percent of his body. He has no right ear, no right hand and both feet are gone. He can't hear or talk,”
she said.

“I was reluctant and very scared. When he came, | was petrified,” she recalled. Then one day he
reached out and pulled her close and “stole my heart right there...He has a personality that will steal
your heart. I can't imagine this child being with anyone but me. I love him dearly. My family loves him,”
she said. The adoption was finalized in August, 2002.

Pat also has fostered another young lady who has turned 18 and has chosen to legally take Pat’s last
name in order to be a part of the family.

There are demands and sacrifices that come with adopting and fostering children, but Pat said the
same is true of having birth children. When confronted with children who have profound medical
issues, her advice is, “Take it one day at a time.” For Pat, the rewards are worth it and, besides, “Love
doesn’t cost a dime.”
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The Adoption Process

Attending Informational Meetings and Orientations

Agencies will generally invite people who have expressed an interest in adopting a child to an
informational meeting and/or orientation. This meeting is designed to provide potential adoptive
families with information about the home study process, pre-service training, general information
about the pre-placement process and the finalization process. The agency may also discuss supportive
services available in the county.

Pre-Service Training

You will be asked to participate in educational sessions in order to learn more about the children who
are available for adoption as well as determining your strengths as an adoptive parent. These
educational sessions will explore adoption from a child’s point of view as well as describe the needs of
children found within the foster care system. The training will help the adoptive applicant gain realistic
expectations about adoption and gain confidence in the ability to parent a waiting child.

Topics discussed during pre-service include:

- The adoption process

- Child development

- Separation and loss that children experience

- Understanding behaviors and dealing with child behaviors and attachment
- Defining culture and diversity and cultural issues

- Adoption issues that relate to the child, birth family, and extended family
- Community resources and the importance of advocating

The Homestudy

The homestudy is a process of education and self-evaluation. It is a time for you and your caseworker
to look at your readiness to adopt, as well as identify special parenting abilities that you may offer to
an adopted child. The process allows the adoptive family to look at their family structure and their
support system. During the homestudy, adoptive parents will also explore their beliefs, attitudes and
coping skills. Your caseworker will meet with you and everyone living in your home to discuss the
adoption process. Through a series of group and individual meetings, you will learn more about the
kind of children you might best parent.
Topics discussed during the homestudy include:

- Motivation for wanting to adopt

= Your life experiences and history

= Your marriage or relationship with a significant other

- Your ability to support your family financially

= Your health

= Your support system
When you complete the application for adoption, you will be assigned a caseworker who will work with
your family to complete the homestudy process. The homestudy process can take up to six months to
complete, however many adoptive families may complete the homestudy process sooner.
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During the homestudy process, certain documents are required to be viewed by your caseworker. Such
documents include:

- Physical examination of applicants and medical statements for household members
Financial statement

Verification of marriage or divorce

Verification of employment if you are employed

Criminal background checks for household members over the age of 18

- Safety audit of the home

Families will receive notification when their homestudy has been completed and approved. In
homestudy approval, you will become eligible to register with the Ohio Adoption Photo Listing
Families Waiting to Adopt Book. This book is updated monthly and distributed to public children
service agencies. Social workers from children service agencies use this book when looking for
potential families for waiting children.

In some cases when the agency is not able to approve a homestudy, the family can meet with the
caseworker and, if needed, the agency to discuss the reasons why the family was not approved and the
possible alternative options for the family.
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Throughout lifes twists and turns, Bill and ] : W EEESIERRN | ()

Joyce never doubted there would be children

in their lives. The surprise was how many and
from where they would come. Theirs is a true
success story with a Hollywood happy ending.

It all started more than two decades ago, when
the couple concluded they could not have
birth children. Shortly after they began to
consider adoption, Joyce became pregnant
with the first of two birth daughters.

Fast forward 15 years.

“Our daughters came up to us and said we
should adopt because we were such good
parents to them,” recalls Bill. He and Joyce
knew they had more love to give, and they
recognized a calling to open up their home to
children in need.

a

First, they adopted a young girl, Camryn, about four years ago. “Then the county asked us to provide
respite care for two kids. We found out that they lived right down the street in foster care,” says Bill.
Soon, he and his wife initiated the adoption of Jasmine and Austin, now 7 and 9, respectively.

They also intend to adopt the three-year-old brother of one of their adopted children; a seven-year-old
girl; and two brothers, ages 9 and 10. Also, they currently have five foster children living with them.

Bill and Joyce have had 31 adopted or foster children placed with them in the last five years. Adopting
an older child can be difficult. “It's challenging,” says Bill. “How can we do it? It's the love we have for
kids. We want to make a difference in their lives,” he says. They also have a “deep faith,” added Bill,
who is a minister.

He said they were pleasantly surprised to find out about all of the supportive services offered by the
state. Bill and Joyce encourage others to consider adoption. “I don’t think I'm exceptional or my wife is
exceptional. All it takes is a little patience and a little love,” he says.

15



Matching Children and Families

Your caseworker and agency will take into account the characteristics of children that you can best
parent and the characteristics of children your homestudy approves you for when considering
placement matches for your family. During a matching conference, adoption professionals consider
the strengths, characteristics, and needs of a waiting child, and compare those with the strengths and
characteristics of waiting families. The length of time it takes to be matched with a child largely
depends on the special characteristics of children that you are able to parent. A family who
demonstrates the ability to parent a child with many special needs, may not wait very long until a child
is placed with them.

The Ohio Adoption PhotoListing Online

Prospective adoptive families are encouraged to regularly view the Ohio Adoption Photo Listing
(OAPL) located on-line at the AdoptOHIO Kids web site at: http://www.state.oh.us/odjfs/oapl/ . The
web site contains pictures and descriptions of waiting children in the custody of PCSAs throughout
Ohio. The descriptions of the children are supplied by the child’s social worker and are intentionally
brief. A fuller description of the child is available from the child’s social worker to prospective
adoptive families who have completed the homestudy process.

Over 1,600 children are listed on the OAPL website. Families interested in adoption are strongly
encouraged to read the narratives and look at the pictures of children found within the PhotoListing in
order to gain an understanding of the types of children available for adoption in Ohio.

Additional Resources

Prospective adoptive families are also encouraged to look at the Ohio Adoption Features Books. The
Features Books give prospective adoptive families a chance to discover some of Ohio’s waiting
children. Each book highlights approximately 30 children that are currently available for adoption.
Frequently, adoption agencies may have Features Books available to give prospective adoptive families.

When Your Agency Matches a Child With Your Family

When your caseworker has identified a child for your family, you will be contacted and the worker will
share detailed information about the child’s background. Such background information will include all
known non-identifying information on the child’s:

- Birth parents and other relatives

- Medical, emotional, and psychological history

- Past and current known developmental issues

= School history if applicable

- Placement history
Your caseworker will give you time to think about the information and will be able to assist you in
making your decision to adopt the child. Your caseworker will also recommend that you discuss the
child’s information with your pediatrician or other professionals whom you would like. If you decide to
proceed with the child, your caseworker will arrange a time for your family and the child to meet.
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Prior to this meeting, the caseworker may share your Introduction to Your Family Book with the child if
your agency has requested that your family complete this book.

This book, prepared by the prospective adoptive family, includes pictures and information about your
family. Many adoptive families choose to include pictures of family members, family pets, the child’s
room, and extended family members and friends. The Introduction to your Family Book helps in the
preparation for the child’s first meeting with their potential adoptive family.

Before the first meeting, your caseworker will also help prepare you and your family. The caseworker
will give you and your family suggestions for who should be involved in the first meeting and what type
of activities may be most comfortable for the child.

Following the first meeting, your caseworker will arrange for a series of additional pre-placement visits
in order for the child and adoptive family to get to know one another. Pre-placement visits will be
discussed with the foster parents or facility where the child resides in order to ensure the visitation
schedule is acceptable to all involved parties. Prior to the placement, adoptive families will receive the
Child Study Inventory which lists the child's interests, talents, traits, social, medical and psychological
history. After the pre-placement visits, the child will join your family in your home.

Placement of The Child Into An Adoptive Home

Once the child is placed with your family, you become responsible for the child’s care.  Your social
worker will continue to visit with your family for a period of time after the adoptive placement. These
visits are designed to assist you in connecting your new family with services and to discuss potential
issues that may arise. After a minimum period of six months, your family will become eligible to
petition the court to finalize the adoption.

——T——
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Meet Adoptive Families - “Family Magic”

Despite their number, Mark and Dennise’s family operates almost like any other household. Children
gather in clusters doing homework, children gather in front of the television, pets move about, mom
and dad help out wherever they are needed. However, there is something different about this family
because they are living a commitment made years ago.

When Mark and Dennise were studying to become nurses, they made a pledge to look into becoming
foster parents. “We knew there was a great need,” explains Mark. “We wanted to care for medically
fragile children, since we were both nurses,” adds Dennise. They put the desire to help into action and
were licensed as foster parents in 1997. They are licensed through the House of Hope, an agency that
works with children from eastern and northern Ohio.

To date, the couple has opened their home to more than 200 children. As hoped, they have been able
to provide care for medically fragile infants and toddlers. The couple has opened their home to
children with a wide variety of needs. Today they also are adoptive parents, having expanded on their
commitment to foster. Melissa was the couple’s first placement. “She was placed for one night of
respite and never left,” says Dennise, laughingly. Then, on National Adoption Day in November 2002,
the family adopted three siblings ages I'l, 13 and 17. Mark and Dennise also have two birth children
and two foster children.

The couple has always been open to helping however they are needed. When children are able to
return to their birth parents, the family celebrates the reunification. When children become available
for adoption, decisions are made by consensus. The family also votes on foster care placements. Mark
and Dennise are extremely proud of the unselfishness displayed by the children.

Both Mark and Dennise state that they have received much more than they have given over the years.
“We have been opened to so many different religions and cultures,” says Dennise. “It has changed us a
lot,” explains Mark. He adds, “you never know until you open your home. Our friends and relatives
have grown a lot, too.”
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The final steps to adoption
The Legalization of an Adoption

Legalizing an adoption involves a short hearing at a probate court during which adoptive parents are
granted permanent legal custody of their adopted child. This legislative process finalizes the parent —
child relationship that is created. Following the adoption hearing, adoptive parents will work with
their caseworker and/or attorney to obtain the child’s new birth certificate and final Decree of
Adoption.

Post Finalization Services

A variety of formal and informal services are available to members of the adoptive family, either as a
group or as individuals. Support groups, counseling, respite care, medical services, educational
resources, and a variety of community resources may be available to help meet ongoing needs or new
needs that may have surfaced after the adoption finalization. Although types and locations of
adoption services vary over time, you may always contact your child placement agency or any other
adoption agency for assistance in locating adoption services in your area.




Financial Support That May Be Available to

Adoptive Families

Post Adoption Special Services Subsidy
The Post Adoption Special Services Subsidy (PASSS) program is for all adoptive families in Ohio
whose child may be experiencing adoption-related difficulties or issues that were preexisting, but were
not apparent at the time of adoption. Such services are available to prevent the disruption of an
adoption. PASSS services may include:

= Medical services

= Psychological services

= Psychiatric services

= Counseling expense

- Residential treatment
For more information regarding the PASSS program, please contact your county’s PCSA.

Title IV-E Adoption Subsidy

Title IV-E Federal Adoption Subsidy program, provides federal financial support for children placed for
adoption who meet the eligibility criteria. In order for a child to be eligible for Title IV-E Adoption
Assistance, a PCSA must determine and document that:
= The child meets special needs status
= At the time the child came into custody of the PCSA or private child placement agency and at
the time adoption proceedings are initiated, the child would have been eligible for Aid to
Dependent Children (ADC) or the child is determined eligible for Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) benefits by the Social Security Administration prior to the finalization of adoption.

In addition to a monthly monetary payment, these children are eligible for medical coverage under
Medicaid and may be eligible to receive assistance and services under the federal Title XX program.
Applications for Title IV-E subsidy must be completed by the adoptive family prior to adoption
finalization. The amount of adoption assistance is determined by negotiation and mutual agreement
between the adoptive parent(s) and the PCSA. For more information, please contact your county’s
PCSA.

State Adoption Maintenance Subsidy Program

The State Adoption Maintenance Subsidy Program is a financial program which provides monthly
maintenance subsidy payments to adoptive families adopting children who meet the special needs
criteria that is defined in the Ohio Administrative Code rules and who are not eligible for Title IV-E
adoption assistance. The PCSA in your county is responsible for administering and determining the
eligibility for the State Adoption Subsidy Program. Applications must be completed by the adoptive
family prior to finalization.
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The family’s income is taken into consideration when determining eligibility for the State
Maintenance Subsidy. The child may also be eligible for medical coverage under Medicaid. Contact
your adoption caseworker to learn more about obtaining the State Adoption Subsidy Program.

Non-Recurring Adoption Expense Subsidy

The Non-Recurring Adoption Expense is designed to promote the adoption of special needs children
by providing eligible families the opportunity for reimbursement of certain costs related to adopting
a child with special needs. Non-recurring adoption expenses are those one-time expenses directly
related to the legal adoption of a child with special needs. The program provides reimbursement, up
to a certain amount, for expenses such as supervision of placements prior to the adoption, attorney's
fees, court costs, transportation costs, and the reasonable costs of lodging and foods.
Reimbursement is also available for costs associated with the adoption homestudy, and reasonable
and necessary adoption fees. The adoptive family’s income is not taken into consideration in
determining whether payments for non-recurring expenses should be paid. Applications and
agreements for the Non-Recurring Adoption Expense Subsidy must be completed by the adoptive
family prior to adoption finalization.

Adoption Tax Benefits

The federal government and the state of Ohio allow families who adopt to receive a non-refundable
tax credit for the year in which the adoption was legalized. Many foster and adoptive parents are
eligible for tax benefits. The Hope for Children Act (Public Law 107-16) increases the previous
$5.,000 adoption tax credit to $10,000. All adoptive parents should meet with a tax advisor to
discuss tax benefits (Application forms are available through the IRS and the State Treasurer’s
Office).

Building Families Through Adoption

“Family” offers all of us a chance to grow as humans; to reach our greatest potential. Becoming a
parent can bring out the best in us. The need to care for and nurture another human, especially a
child, is a strong human emotion and impulse.

On any given day, over 22,000 children in Ohio are living with foster families or in another out-of
home placement setting. Over 3,050 children have had their biological parent’s rights terminated
and are currently residing in foster care settings as they wait for an adoptive family. These children,
who reside in the custody of local children service agencies, may be currently dealing with issues of
past abuse, neglect, and/or dependency. These children need families available to them through
adoption.

Each year in Ohio, more and more children become legally free for adoption than Ohio agencies are
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able to place. Each year, more and more faces of these children turn to us looking for an answer.

We hope that you want to become an adoptive parent. But, if you decide that adoption is not right for
your family, you can still be an important part in the mission to find families for Ohio’s waiting
children. There are many ways you can help by:

- Distributing adoption recruitment materials within your church and community

- Talk with other people about adoption and Ohio’s waiting children

- Passing this guidebook on to someone who may be interested in adoption

For more information call:
Ohio’s Help Me Grow Helpline
[-800-755-GROW (4769)

22



Meet Adoptive Families - “Go
With Your Heart”

For Robin and her husband, Howard, having a
big family was always in the cards. She grew
up with seven siblings and he with three. “I've
always been a kid person, and he’s been right
there with me.”

After having two birth children, they decided
to jump start the process nine years ago by
providing foster care. Even so, taking the next
step to adoption was not in their plan.

“We never considered adoption. We assumed
it would require big money. Financially, we
thought adoption was out of our league,” said
Robin.

Through their foster care experience,
however, they learned that it costs nothing to
adopt children who are in the custody of the
county. Not only that, the children receive a medical card and subsidies to take care of other needs.
“Once we found that out, we definitely started looking into adoption.”

Exactly one week before Christmas in 2000, they adopted Angel, now 15, and Brittany, now four. They
also are fostering Angel’s 17-year-old brother, Michael. What's more, they have four more adoptions
pending — a sibling group of three and a young child with a significant physical disability.

Along the way, they've faced issues including the prospect of raising children with behavioral or
physical challenges, the adoption of biracial children and being a middle-class family with limited
resources.

"At first I was scared. Now, it doesn't matter. You learn to manage,” Robin said. Howard agreed,
adding, “Yes, we've had some negative experiences, but the positives far outweigh the negatives.”
This growing family manages just fine with a five-bedroom rental house, a 15-seat van and good
stewardship of their financial resources. “We do plenty of bargain shopping. And when we go on
vacations, we do a lot of things that are free,” said Robin. “Because our parents did not do much with
us, we want to create a lot of lasting memories for our children.”

One thing is certain: This is a family in every sense of the word. “Some people say we're crazy. Some
say we're saints. But we're a team in everything we do,” said Howard. After considering the
challenges and rewards associated with adoption, they offer this simple advice to those thinking about
adoption: “You've got to go with your heart.”
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Common Adoption Terms

Adoption: The creation, by a court, of parental rights and responsibilities between a child and an
adult or adult couple.

Adoption agency: Entity that provides one or more of the following services: home study services
for potential adoptive parents, counseling for birth parents, placement services for children in need
of adoption, post placement/prelegalization services and post legalization/finalization services. In
Ohio, these agencies must be licensed by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.

Adoption Assistance programs: (Title IV-E/federal) Created by the Adoption Assistance and
Child Welfare Act of 1980, this program provides federal financial support for children who are
described as having special needs who are adopted. In addition to a monthly monetary payment,
children who are “IV-E eligible” are entitled to a state medical card and certain services under the
federal Title XX program. (See State Adoption Subsidy for information on state financial
programs.)

Adoption exchange: An organized way for “waiting children” to be listed along with “waiting
families” with the goal of making matches between the children and families. There exist local,
regional, statewide and national exchanges designed for this purpose. The primary goal of the
exchange is to assure that a permanent home is identified for a child as quickly as possible. (See
OAPL.)

Adoption Registry: Once a person whose adoption was legalized in Ohio reaches adulthood, they
may sign up with this registry (which is maintained by the Ohio Department of Health) requesting
identifying information about their birth family. If that adopted person’s birth family member also
registers requesting a match, the next steps can occur. It is called a mutual consent registry
because both the adopted person and the birth family member must file requests prior to anything
happening. If both do contact the registry, a multiple step process occurs. The probate court in the
county where the adoption was finalized will decide if the Department of Health can connect the
individuals filing matching registrations. For more information about this registry call (614) 644-
5635.

Adoption triad: The three primary persons affected by the adoption: the birth parents, the child
and the adoptive parent(s).

Attachment: An emotional bond between two people that lasts over a long period of time sets up
a relationship and helps each person reach their potential and feel both secure and connected.

Birth parent: Also called biological parent. The term used for the two persons who genetically
created a child. These two persons have rights and responsibilities defined by law and the
Constitution of the United States.

Closed adoption: An adoption in which all of one triad member’s identifying information is
concealed from all other triad members.
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Facilitator: A doctor, attorney, minister, or other individual who informally aids or promotes an
adoption by making a person seeking to adopt a minor aware of a child who is, or will be, available
for adoption.

Finalization: (See legalization)

Foster-Adopt placement: Definition varies somewhat from community to community but, in
general, this term is used to describe legal risk placements (see definition below) and/or the
adoption by foster parents of a child, currently placed in their home, whose initial plan was
reunification with birth parents, whose plan has now, after diligent attempts at reunification have
failed, been changed to the goal of adoption. In case, the child, or children, is in foster care status
upon entering the caregiver's home. The caregiver is a licensed foster parent who also has
completed an approved adoption home study process or is in the process of this home study. In
Ohio, many agencies offer a combined home study process designed in a way that the applicant
becomes a licensed foster parent and is also approved to adopt at the end of the process.

Guardian ad litem: A person, sometimes an attorney, appointed by the court to make sure that the
child’s best interests are addressed in court hearings and other proceedings.

Home study: A process by which a potential adoptive parent educates themselves about the
challenges and rewards offered through parenting an adopted child. The process by which a
potential adopter, with the assistance and guidance of an adoption agency, assesses their own skills,
life experiences and strengths to determine the type of adoptive child they could best parent.

Identifying information: Information such as name, address, place of employment, Social Security
number, etc., which could significantly assist one individual in locating another individual.

Independent adoption: An adoption facilitated by an attorney.

Interstate adoption: The adoptive placement of a child (or children) who is a resident of one state
with an adoptive parent (or parents) who is a legal resident of a different state.

ICPC: The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. An agreement enacted in all fifty
states which coordinates most types of placements of children across state lines. This includes, but
is not limited to, the adoptive placement of children. The Compact guarantees that each state’s
laws and procedures are met and the child’s placement is supervised according to state laws and
proper court procedures are followed.

Interstate Compact on Adoption and Medical Assistance (ICAMA): The Interstate
Compact on Adoption and Medical Assistance (ICAMA) provides a mechanism which ensures that
medical coverage and other adoption services for eligible children in their state of residence. The
ICAMA program creates a framework for formalized interstate cooperation on behalf of an
adopted child and his/her family if the family moves from one state to another. ICAMA removes
the systemic barriers associated with forms and specific state requirements in obtaining medical
assistance for the adopted child. The Compact Administrator processes the necessary paperwork,
and serves as an informational resource. Today, nearly all the states, including Ohio, are
represented in the Compact.
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Legalization: (Also called finalization) The legal act that establishes a family connection between
the adopting person and the adopted person. Usually done in a courtroom setting, this act grants
rights and responsibilities to the adoptive parent and child equal to those rights and
responsibilities granted to families created by birth.

Legally free for adoption: A child is legally free when the parental rights of both birth parents
have been terminated and the time period for the birth parents to appeal the decision is over.

Legal risk placement: A placement of a child with a family who is interested in adopting the
child, however the child placed is not legally free. The placement family is usually both a certified
foster family and an approved adoptive home. The risk is that the birth parent’s rights may not be
terminated and the court may order the child be returned to the birth parent or a suitable birth
relative. The benefit is that this type of placement decreases the number of different placements a
child may have.

Lifebook: A chronological record of a child’s life, usually in a photo album or binder, created by the
child and/or the caregivers, that documents for the child, in concrete ways, the events and
relationships important to the child. It may include photographs, mementos, descriptions, etc., that
help the child understand their biological origins and others who have played a significant role in
their life.

Loss: The emotional and psychological state experienced when someone temporarily or
permanently is separated from someone or something to which they have an emotional attachment
or need. All loss causes trauma and crisis, though degree varies.

Medicaid: A type of medical insurance provided through the state, using combined federal and
state funds, which most children who are considered to have special needs are entitled to receive.
This can be used in conjunction with the adoptive family’s medical insurance to meet the child’s
needs.

Multi-Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA): Sometimes now called “Removal of Barriers to Interethnic
Placement,” this is a federal law enacted in 1994, and amended in 1996, which prohibits an adoption
agency from delaying or denying the placement of any child on the basis of race, color or national
origin.

Non-recurring costs: One time expenses incurred by a person adopting a child, such as travel
costs, legal costs, and home study-related costs. These are frequently reimbursable through federal
and local funds when adopting a waiting child.

OAPL - Ohio Adoption Photo Listing: Photos and descriptions of children throughout Ohio who
are legally free and waiting for adoption.

Open adoption/Openness: A wide continuum of options within adoption which recognizes the
child’s connection to both the birth family and adoptive family; usually an agreement made by the
adults involved that can range from the sharing of only very basic information, to exchange of
information through a third party to total information sharing and/or ongoing contact. In Ohio
these agreements are legal, but non-binding.
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Parent support groups: Formal or informal groups of adoptive parents and potential adoptive
parents coming together to share information and resources. They often also offer friendship,
emotional support and recreational activities for adoptive family members. Support groups form for
a variety of reasons, usually based on a shared interest or characteristic. Support groups can vary
greatly from each other.

PASSS: Post Adoption Special Services Subsidy. Unique to Ohio, this fund is available to any
Ohio family who adopts or any family who adopts a child in the custody of an Ohio agency. Eligible
are families in which the child who, after the adoption is legalized, develops needs related to pre-
existing conditions or related to the adoption process itself. Each county is given state funds to pay
for specialized services to adoptive families who apply. Ohio families who adopt a child from
another state or country are eligible for this program.

Photo listings: Published photographs and descriptions of waiting children and/or waiting
approved adopters that are used by agencies and individuals to identify potential matches. Often an
adoption exchange will publish a photo listing. (See OAPL - Ohio Adoption Photo Listing).

Post legalization services: (Also called post-legal adoptive services) A variety of services offered
to adoptive families after the child in the home has had their adoption legalized. Many of these
services are community-based, and may be formal or informal in nature. This includes such things
as ongoing educational opportunities to learn about adoption issues, counseling, respite care, and
special medical services.

Putative Father Registry: A mechanism designed to allow birth fathers to identify themselves for
the purpose of establishing their legal right to notification should an adoptive plan be under
consideration for their child.

Respite care: The assuming of care giving duties for an individual (child) on a temporary basis,
usually by a non-family member, designed to give the primary caregiver (parent) a break from the
stress of direct care of the child.

Special needs: The term used in regard to a child waiting for adoption for whom identifying an
adoptive home may be difficult.

State adoption subsidy: In Ohio, a medical card and/or financial support are available to assist
families who adopt children defined as having special needs. These are negotiated on an individual
basis based on the child and adoptive family’s unique situation. These subsidies are frequently used
if a child with special needs is ineligible for the federal Adoption Assistance program.

Surrender: (Also known as relinquishment) The voluntary termination of parental rights by a birth
parent.

Termination of parental rights: The legal severing of ties between a birth parent and their child.
These parental rights and responsibilities may be voluntary surrendered by the birth parent or, if the
birth parent is proven unable to meet the child’s long-term needs, may by severed involuntarily
through the court system.

Triad: (see “adoption triad”)
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Public Adoption Agencies

Adams County CSB
300 North Wilson Drive
West Union, OH 45693
(937) 544-2511

Allen County CSB

330 North Elizabeth Street
Lima, OH 45801

(419) 227-8590
www.allencsb.com

Ashland County DJFS
|5 West Fourth Street
Ashland, OH 44805
(419)289-2276

Ashtabula County CSB
3914 "C” Court

PO.Box 1175

Ashtabula, OH 44005
(440)998-181 |
www.kidshelpline.org

Athens County CSB

PO. Box 1046

Athens, OH 45701

(740) 592-3061
www.athenschildrenservices.com

Auglaize County DFJS
[2 North Wood Street
PO. Box 368
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
(419) 739-6505

Belmont County DJFS
310 Fox Shannon Place
St. Clairsville, OH 43950
(740) 695-1074
www.hgo.net/bcdjfs
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Brown County DF|S
775 Mt. Orab Pike
Georgetown, OH 45121
(937)378-6104

Butler County CSB
300 North Fair Avenue
Hamilton, OH 4501 |
(513) 887-4055
www.bccsb.org

Carroll County DJFS
95 East Main Street
PO.Box 219
Carrollton, OH 44615
(330)627-7313

Champaign County DJFS

1512 South U.S. Highway 68, N100
Urbana, OH 43078

(937) 484-1500
www.co.champaign.oh.us/djfs

Clark County DJFS
1345 Lagonda Avenue
P O. Box 976-A
Springfield, OH 45503
(937) 327-1700
www.clarkdjfs.org

Clermont County DJFS

2400 Clermont center Drive, Suite 106D
Batavia, OH 45103

(513) 732-7111
www.co.clermont.oh.us/djfs/cps/

Clinton County DJFS

1025 S. South Street, Suite 300
Wilmington, OH 45177

(937) 382-2449
www.clinton-kids.com



Columbiana County DJFS
I 10 Nelson Avenue

PO. Box 9

Lisbon, OH 44432
(330)424-7781

Coshocton County DJFS
725 Pine Street
Coshocton, OH 43812
(740) 622-1020

Crawford County CSB
865 Harding Way West
Galion, OH 44833
(419)468-3255

Cuyahoga County DCFS
3955 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115
(216) 432-3390
www.cuyahoga.oh.us

Darke County DJFS
631 Wagner Avenue
Greenville, OH 45331
(937)548-4132

Defiance County DJFS
06879 Evansport Road
PO. Box 639

Defiance, OH 43512
(419) 782-3881

Delaware County DJFS

[40 North Sandusky Street, 2 Floor
Delaware, OH 43015

(740) 833-2300

Erie County DJFS

221 West Parish Street
Sandusky, OH 44870
(419)626-6781
www.erie-county-ohio.net

Fairfield County DJFS
239 West Main Street
Lancaster, OH 43130
(740) 653-4060

Fayette County DJFS

[ 33 South Main Street

PO. Box 220

Washington Court House, OH 43106
(740) 335-0350

Franklin County CSB

855 W. Mound St.

Columbus, OH 43223

(614) 275-2571
www.co.franklin.oh.us/children_services

Fulton County DJFS

604 South Shoop Avenue, Suite 200
Wauseon, OH 43567

(419) 337-0010
www.fultoncountyoh.com

Gallia County CSB
83 Shawnee Lane
Gallipolis, OH 45631
(740) 446-4963

Geauga County DJFS
PO. Box 309

Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 285-9141
www.geaugaijfs.org
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Green County CSB Highland County CSB

601 Ledbetter Road [ 17 East Main Street
Xenia, OH 45385 Hillsboro, OH 45133
(937) 562-6600 (937) 393-3111
Guernsey County CSB Hocking County CSB
274 Highland Avenue 25 East Main Street
Cambridge, OH 43725 Logan, OH 43138
(740) 439-5555 (740) 385-4168
Hamilton County DJFS Holmes County DJFS
222 East Central Parkway 85 North Grant Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202 PO. Box 72
(513)946-1000 Millersburg, OH 44654
www. hcjfs.hamilton-co.org (330) 674-1111
Hancock County DJFS Huron County DJFS
7814 County Road 140 185 Shady Lane Drive
PO. Box 270 Norwalk, OH 44857
Findlay, OH 45839 (419) 668-8126
(419)424-7022 www.huroncochildcare.com
Hardin County DJFS Jackson County DJFS
[75 West Franklin Street, Suite 150 25 East South Street
Kenton, OH 43326 Jackson, OH 45640
(419)675-1130 (740) 286-4181

www. hardincountyjfs.org
Jefferson County CSB

Harrison County DJFS 240 John Scott Memorial Highway
520 North Main Street Steubenville, OH 43952

PO. Box 239 (740) 264-5515

Cadiz, OH 43907 www.jccsb-children.org

(740) 942-3015
Knox County DJFS

Henry County DJFS [ 17 East High Street, 4™ Floor
104 East Washington Street Mount Vernon, OH 43050
PO. Box 527 (740) 397-7177

Napoleon, OH 43545
(419) 592-4210

30



Lake County DJFS Mahoning County CSB

| 77 Main Street 2801 Market Street, Room 206
Painesville, Oh 44077 Youngstown, OH 44507
(440) 350-4000 (330)738-0411

www.mahoningkids.com
Lawrence County DJFS

[ 100 South 7" Street Marion County CSB
PO. Box 539 | 680 Marion-Waldo Road
Ironton, OH 45638 Marion, OH 43302

(740) 532-3324 (740) 389-2317

www.marionkids.com
Licking County DJFS

74 South Second Street Medina County DJFS
PO. Box 5030 232 Northland Drive
Newark, OH 43058 Medina, OH 44256
(740) 349-6225 (330) 722-9283
www.msmisp.com/lcdhs www.mcjfs.org

Logan County CSB Meigs County DJFS
1855 State Route 47 West 175 Race Street
Bellefontaine, OH 43311 PO. Box 191
(937)599-7290 Middleport, OH 45760
www.co.logan.oh.us/childrenservice (740) 992-2117

www.meigsdjfs.net
Lorain County CSB

226 Middle Avenue Mercer County DJFS

Elyria, OH 44035 220 West Livingston Street, Suite 10
(440) 329-5340 Celina, OH 45822
www.childrenservices.org (419) 568-5106

Lucas County CSB Miami County CSB

705 Adams Street 1695 Troy-Sidney Road

Toledo, OH 43624 Troy, OH 45373

(419) 213-3200 (937) 335-4103

www.lucaskids.net
Monroe County DJFS

Madison County DJFS |00 Home Avenue
200 Midway Street PO. Box 638
London, OH 43140 Woodsfield, OH 43793

(740) 852-4770 (740) 472-1602
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Montgomery County CSB
3304 North Main Street
Dayton, OH 45405

(937) 276-6121
www.montcsb.org

Morgan County DJFS

55 East Main Street, Room 009
McConnelsville, OH 43756

(740) 962-3838

Morrow County DJFS
619 West Marion Road

Mt Gilead, OH 43338
(419)947-5437
www.mtgilead.com/jfs.htm

Muskingum County CSB
205 North 7' Street
PO.Box 157

Zanesville, OH 43702
(740) 455-6710
www.jobandfamily.com

Noble County DJFS
38 Olive Street

PO. Box 250
Caldwell, OH 43724
(740) 732-2392

Ottawa County DJFS

8043 West State Route 163, Suite 200
Oak Harbor, OH 43449

(419) 898-3688

Paulding County DJFS
303 West Harrison Street
Paulding, OH 45879
(419) 399-3756

32

Perry County CSB

526 Mill Street

New Lexington, OH 43764
(740) 342-3863

Pickaway County DJFS
[10 Island Road

PO. Box 439

Circleville, OH 43113
(740) 474-7588
www.pickawayjfs.org

Pike County CSB

525 Walnut Street

Waverly, OH 45690
(740) 947-5080

Portage County DJFS

449 South Meridian Street, 2™ Floor
Ravenna, OH 44266

(330) 297-3750
www.portagecountydhs.org

Preble County DJFS
1500 Park Ave.
Eaton, OH 45320
(937)456-1135

Putnam County DJFS
1225 East Third Street
Ottawa, OH 45875
(419) 523-4580

Richland County CSB
731 School Road
Mansfield, OH 44907
(419) 774-4100

www.richlandcountychildrenservices.org



Ross County DJFS

475 Western Avenue, Suite B.
PO. Box 469

Chillicothe, OH 45601
(740) 702-4453

Sandusky County DJFS

2511 Countryside Drive
Fremont, OH 43420

(419) 334-8708
www.sanduskycountydifs.org

Scioto County CSB

3940 Gallia Street

New Boston, OH 45662
(740) 456-4164
www.sciotocountyohio.com

Seneca County DJFS

3362 South Township Road 151
Tiffin, OH 44883

(419) 447-5011
www.djfs.co.seneca.oh.us

Shelby County DJFS
227 South Ohio Avenue
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-498 1

Stark County DJFS

220 East Tuscarawas Street
Canton, OH 44702

(330) 451-8846
www.djfs.co.stark.oh.us

Summit County CSB
264 South Arlington Street
Akron, OH 44306

(330) 379-9094
www.summitkids.org

Trumbull County CSB
2282 Reeves Road Northeast
Warren, OH 44483
(330)372-2010
www.trumbullcsb.com

Tuscarawas County DJFS
389 16™ Street Southwest
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
(330)339-7791
http://web.tusco.net/tcjfs

Union County DJFS

940 London Ave., Suite 1800
Marysville, OH 43040

(937) 644-1010
www.co.union.oh.us/djfs

Van Wert County DJFS
I 14 East Main Street
PO. Box 595

Van Wert, OH 45891
(419) 238-5430

Vinton County DJFs
30975 Industrial Park Drive
McArthur, OH 45651
(740) 596-2581

Warren County CSB

416 South East Street, 3rd Floor
Lebanon, OH 45036

(513) 695-1546

Washington County CSB
204 Davis Ave.

Marietta, OH 45750
(740) 373-3485
www.washingtongov.org
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Wayne County CSB
2534 Burbank Road
Wooster, OH 44691
(330) 345-5340

www.waynecsb.org

Williams County DJFS
| 17 West Butler Street
Bryan, OH 43506
(419) 636-6725

Wood County DJFS

1928 East Gypsy Lane Road
PO. Box 679

Bowling Green, OH 43402
(419) 352-7566

Wyandot County DJFS
[20 E. Johnson Street
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
(419) 294-4977
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Private Adoption Agencies

A Child’s Waiting Adoption Program
3490 Ridgewood Road

Akron, OH 44333

(330)665-181 |

www.achildswaiting.com

e-mail: achildswaiting@aol.com

Adolescent Oasis, Inc.

320 Linwood Street, Suite 1A
Dayton, OH 45405

(937)228-2810

e-mail: adolescentoasis@cs.com

A New Leaf, Inc.
221 Tarlton Road
Kingston, OH 45644

Action Inc.

6000 Philadelphia Drive

Dayton, OH 45415

(937) 277-6101

e-mail: ACTIONadopt@aol.com

Adopt America Network

1025 North Reynolds Road
Toledo, OH 43615

(419) 534-3350
www.adoptamericanetwork.org

e-mail: edieann@adoptamericanetwork.org

Adoption Assessors, Ltd.
2317 Parliament Square
Toledo, OH 43617

(419) 843-3575

Adoption at Adoption Circle
2500 E. Main St., Suite 103
Columbus, OH 43209

(614) 237-7222
www.adoptioncircle.org
e-mail: info@adoptioncircle.org

Adoption by Gentle Care

389 Library Park South

Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 469-0007
www.adoptionbygentlecare.org
e-mail: bvance@adoptgentlecare.com

Adoption Center

12151 Ellsworth Road
North Jackson, OH 44451
(330) 547-8225

Adoption Connection

[1223 Cornell Park Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45242

(513) 489-1616
www.adoptioncincinnati.org
e-mail: ahnecker@jfscinti.org

Adoption HomeStudy Services of Ohio
2128 South Union Avenue

Alliance, OH 44601

(330) 829-9400
www.homestudyohio.com

e-mail: homestudyohio@hotmail.com

Adoption Link, Inc.
3642 East Emon Road
Yellow Springs, OH 45387
(937) 767-2466
www.adoptionlink.org
e-mail: njewald@cs.com
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Adriel School, Inc.

PO. Box 188

West Liberty, OH 43357
(937)465-0010
www.adriel.org

e-mail: Keaston@adriel.org

Adoption Specialist International, Inc.
3373 Scarborough Road

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

(216) 932-2880

Advantage Adoption and Foster Care, Inc.

43 East Fourth Street

Mansfield, OH 44902

(419) 528-4411

e-mail: AdvantageAdopt@aol.com

Agape For Youth, Inc.

7755 Paragon Road, Suite 105
Centerville, OH 45459

(937) 439-4406

www.agapeforyouth.com

e-mail: Ksweeney@agapeforyouth.com

Alliance Human Services

530 South Main Street, Suite 1763

Akron, OH 44311

(330) 434-3790

e-mail:
marie.badaracco@thementornetwork.com

American International Adoption Agency
7045 County Line Road

Williamsfield, OH 44093

(330) 876-5656

e-mail: aiaagency@aol.com

Applewood Centers, Inc.

3518 W. 25th Street

Cleveland, OH 44109

(216) 741-4421
www.applewoodcenters.org

e-mail: mpoe@applewoodcenters.org

36

Bair Foundation
275 Martinel Drive
Kent, OH 44240
(330) 673-6339

Beach Acres

6881 Beechmont Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(513) 231-6630
www.beechacres.org

e-mail: gmilord@beechacres.org

Beech Brook

3737 Lander Road

Cleveland, OH 44124

(216) 831-2255
www.beechbrook.org

e-mail: cjamison@beechbrook.org

Bellefaire JCB

22001 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118
(216) 932-2800
www.bellefairejcb.org

Berea Children’s Home
285 East Bagley Road

Berea, OH 44017

(440) 260-8309
www.bchfs.org

e-mail: jpracko@bchfs.org

Bolivian Adoption Services
4900 Reed Road, Suite 322
Columbus, OH 43220

(614) 457-2399

Building Blocks Adoption Services, Inc.
PO. Box 1028

Medina, OH 44258

(330) 725-5521

www.bbas.org

denise@bbas.org



Buckeye Ranch/Square One for Youth
5665 Hoover Road

Grove City, OH 43123

(800) 536-2433 x 6697 Fax: (614) 575-9372
www.buckeyeranch.org

e-mail: vholland@buckeyeranch.org

Caring for Kids, Inc.

421/2 Munroe Falls Avenue
Munroe Falls, OH 44262

(330) 254-1725

Fax: 330-688-0303

e-mail: pattym55@hotmail.com

Care to Adopt, Inc.
7741 Pfeiffer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45242
(513) 518-7006

Caring Hearts Adoption Agency, Inc.
771 Martin Street, Suite 2

Greenville, OH 45331

(937) 316-6168
www.caringheartsadoption.org

e-mail: adopt@caringheartsadoption.org

Catholic Area Regional Agency
PO. Box 1740

Warren, OH 44482-5224

(330) 393-4254

Catholic Charities of Ashtabula County
4200 Park Avenue, 3" floor

Ashtabula, OH 44004

(440) 992-2121
www.catholiccharitiesashtabula.org
e-mail:
adopt@catholiccharitiesashtabula.org

Catholic Charities Services Corporation
6753 State Road

Parma, OH 44134

(440) 845-7700
www.clevelandcatholiccharities.org
e-mail: sxfay@dioceseofcleveland.org

Catholic Charities Services — Lorain County
628 Poplar Street

Elyria, OH 44035

(440) 366-1106

Catholic Charities Services — Toledo
1933 Spielbusch

Toledo, Ohio 43624

(419) 244-6711

rsevigny@Toledo Diocese.org

Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley
922 West Riverview Avenue

Dayton, OH 45407

(937) 223-7217

Catholic Social Services

197 E. Gay Street

Columbus, OH 43215

614) 221-5891

Cherub International Adoption Services
1827 West Tamarron Court

Springboro, OH 45066

(937) 748-4812

e-mail: cherubint@aol.com

Child Placement Professionals, Inc.
1006 Order Avenue

Ada, OH 45810

(419) 634-5033
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Children's Community Access Program,

Inc.

13944 Euclid Avenue, Suite 103
East Cleveland, OH 44112
(216) 761-6251

Christian Children’s Home of Ohio
2685 Armstrong Road

PO. Box 765

Wooster, OH 44691

(330) 345-7949

www.ccho.org

e-mail: fosteradopt@ccho.org

Cleveland Christian Home
1700 Denison Ave.

Cleveland, OH 44109

(216) 416-4266
cchome.org

e-mail: bgeiss@cchome.org

Community Services of Stark County
6363 Promway Drive, North West

North Canton, OH 44720

e-mail: iquincancss@yahoo.com

Directions for Youth & Families
[515 Indianola Ave.

Columbus, OH 43201

(614) 294-2661

Diversion Adolescent Foster Care of Ohio

2215 North Main Street
Findlay, OH 45840
(419) 422-4770

e-mail: StacyShaw@diversionfostercare.org

www.diversionfostercare.org

European Adoption Consultants
9800 Boston Road

North Royalton, OH 44133

(440) 237-3554

www.eaci.com

e-mail: eacbabies@aol.com

Family Adoption Consultants
8536 Crow Drive

Macedonia, OH 44056

(330) 468-0673
www.adoption-global.org
e-mail: Facohio@nacs.net

Family Connection, Inc.
221 Tarlton Road
Circleville, OH 43113
(740) 477-5853

Family Services Association
226 North 4th Street
Steubenville, OH 43952

(740) 283-4763

Greenleaf Family Center
212 East Exchange Street
Akron, OH 44304

(330) 376-9494
www.greenleafctr.org

e-mail: rpl@greenleafctr.org

Family and Youth Institute
[ 12 Galway Drive, North
Granville, OH 43023

(740) 587-2388

e-mail: klarimore@alltl.net

Families Thru International Adoption
Adoption Resource Center

9918 Carver Road, Suite 102

Cincinnati, OH 45242

(513) 794-1515

www.ftia.org

e-mail: braymond@ftia.org

Focus on Youth

8904 Brookside Ave.
West Chester, OH 45069
(513) 644-1030



Hannah's Hope

5225 West Alexis Road

Sylvania, OH 43560

(800) 587-2850

Provides domestic adoption services.

Hattie Larlham Community Services
9772 Diagonal Road

Mantua, OH 44255

(800) 551-2658

Helping Hands Ranch, Inc.
6730 Hunterdon Road
Glouster, OH 45732

(419) 532-3960

House of New Hope, Inc.
8135 Mt. Vernon Road

St. Louisville, OH 43071
(740) 745-3429

House of Samuel, Inc.
[ 532-A Blaine Ave.
Cambridge, OH 43725
(740) 439-5634

Inner Peace Homes, Inc.

36 2 South Main Street

PO. Box 895

Bowling Green, OH 43402

(419) 354-6525
www.innerpeacehomes4kids.org
e-mail: pathom@wcnet.org

Jewish Family Services
4501 Denlinger Road
Dayton, OH 45426

(937) 854-2944
www.jewishdayton.org
e-mail: mlvstig@jfgd.net

Jewish Family Services
[1223 Cornell Park Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45242

(513) 469-1188
www.jfscinti.org

e-mail: Jfladen@jfscinti.org

LDS Family Services
4431 Marketing Place
Groveport, OH 43125
(614) 836-2466

Lighthouse Youth Services, Inc.
501 Madison Road

Cincinnati, OH 45206

(513) 221-3350

Lutheran Children’s Aid and Family
Services

4100 Franklin Boulevard

Cleveland, OH 44113

(216) 281-2500
www.bright.net/~Icafs

e-mail: lcafs@bright.net

Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio
989 North High Street

Columbus, OH 43201

614) 421-3611

www.Issco.org

e-mail:  kkelley@lssco.org

Lutheran Social Services

3131 South Dixie Drive

Dayton, OH 45439

(937) 643-0020

www.Issma.org

e-mail: adoption.dayton@I|ssma.org

Lutheran Social Services of Northwest Ohio
2149 Collingwood Blvd.

Toledo, OH 43620

419-243-9178

www.Issma.org e-mail: Toledo@Ilssnwo.org
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Mended Reeds

215 South 4" Street

Ironton, OH 45638

(740) 532-6220

e-mail: mended@adelphia.net

Mid-Western Children’s Home
4581 Long Spurling Road
Pleasant Plain, OH 45162

(513) 877-2141

New Horizon Care Network, Inc.
38 S. Paint Street

Chillicothe, OH 45601

(740) 779-3201

New Vision Creative Care, Inc.
23481 Fairmount Road
Waynesfield, OH 45896

(419) 568-1919

Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
5000 East Market Street, Suite 26
Warren, OH 44484

(330) 856- 5582

e-mail: mwolcott@noas.com
WWW.noas.com

Oakwood Youth Services, Inc.
64 Penney Ave.

Newark, OH 43055

(740) 670-8624

Ohio Youth Advocate Program
6516 Detroit, Suite 5

Cleveland, OH 44102

(216) 939-0145 or 1-800-254-3454
e-mail: kprice@nyap.org

Options for Families and Youth

5131 West 140th St.
Brookpark, OH 44142

(216) 267-7070
www.ofycares.org

e-mail: mrush@ofcares.org

Parenthesis Family Advocates
2242 S. Hamilton Road, Suite 200
Columbus, OH 43232

(614) 751-9112

Pathway Caring for Children
4949 Fulton Drive,Northwest
Canton, OH 44718

(330) 493-0083

e-mail: pgates@pathwaycfc.org

Private Adoption Services, Inc.
3411 Michigan Avenue

Cincinnati, OH 45208

(513) 871-5777
www.privateadoptionservice.com
e-mail: adopt@fuse.net

Providence House
2037 W. 32nd Street
Cleveland, OH 44113
(216) 651-5982

Rosemont Center Treatment Foster Care
2440 Dawnlight Avenue

Columbus, OH 43211

614) 471-2626-8768
www.rosemont.org

e-mail: Fhaynes@rosemont.org

Specialized Alternatives for Families &
Youth

10100 Elida Road

Delphos, OH 45833

(800) 532-7239

www.safy.org

e-mail: safy@safy.org
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St. Aloysius Orphanage

4721 Reading Road

Cincinnati, OH 45237

(513) 242-7600
www.staloysiuscincinnati.org

e-mail: sabrens@staloysiuscincinnati.org

Symbiont

29 West Church Street
Newark, OH 43055
(740) 345-3862

Synergy Family Foster Care Inc.
22 S. Market Street

Chillicothe, OH 45601

(740) 776-6636

The Bair Foundation

275 Martinel Drive

Kent, OH 44240

(330) 673-6339
www.bair.org

e-mail: rgibbons@bair.org

The Children’s Home of Cincinnati
5050 Madison Road

Cincinnati, OH 45227

(513) 272-2800
www.thechildrenshomecinti.org

The Tender Mercies Agency
2451 Harding Highway

Lima, OH 45804

(419) 228-3900

The Twelve of Ohio, Inc.

619 Tremont SW

PO. Box 376

Massillon, OH 44648

(440) 322-1588

www.thel 2inc.org

e-mail: stocklel@thel2inc.org

United Methodist Children’s Home
1033 N. High Street

Worthington, OH 43085

(614) 885-5020
www.umchohio.org

e-mail: umch@umchohio.org

V. Beacon, Inc.

718 Indianawood Circle, Suite A
Maumee, OH 43537

(419) 887-1629

Westark Family Services
325 Third Street, South East
Massillon, OH 44646
(330) 832-5043

e-mail: wfs@sssnet.com

World Family Adoption Studies, Inc.
723 Garrett Drive
Columbus, OH 43214
(614) 459-8406

Worlds Together, Inc.
6209 Bon Vista Place
Cincinnati, OH 45213
(513) 631-6590

Youth Engaged For Success
5300 Salem Bend Drive
Dayton, OH 45426

(937) 837-4200
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Adoption Support Groups and Associations

Adoption Network Cleveland

Betsie Norris

1667 East 40" Street, Suite B- 1

(216)881-7511

e-mail: betsie@adoptionnetwork.org
www.AdoptionNetwork.org

Offers support services and education for
adoptive families, adoptees, and birth families.
Information and referral, newsletter, and search
assistance.

Adoption Resource Center

9918 Carver Road, Suite 102

Cincinnati, OH 45242

(513)738-1891

e-mail: braymond@fuse.net

Offers educational opportunities, referrals,
lending library, community outreach, and inter-
agency collaboration.

Adoptive Parenting Class

Sally Wold

2612 San Rae Drive

Dayton, OH 45419

(927)299-2110

e-mail: sally.wold@kmenetwork.com

Provides informational classes to help individuals
learn how to adopt a child and the adoption
process.
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Attachment and Bonding Center of Ohio
(Dr. Gregory Keck and Associates)

Cleveland Office:

| 2608 State Road, Suite |

Cleveland, OH 44133

(440) 230-1960

Columbus Office:

Brevoort Building, Suite B4

3620 North High Street

Columbus, OH 42314

(614)261-8800

www.abcofohio.net

Offers adoption therapists, specializing in
attachment and bonding issues, assessment and
treatment, international, domestic and special
needs adoptions.

Beech Brook

Cheryl Jamison

3737 Lander Road

Cleveland, OH 44124

(216)831-1442

e-mail: cheryl_jamison@beechbrook.org
www.beechbrook.org

Provides post-legalization services for families of
children with attachment disorders.

Catholic Charities — Diocese of Toledo
Richard Sevigny

1933 Spielbusch Avenue

Toledo, OH 43624

(419)244-6711

e-mail: familyconnections@toledodiocese.org
www.catholiccharitiesnwo.org

Offers domestic and international adoption
education, post-adoption services, counseling,
and search/reunion services.



Child Advocacy Center

Cathy Heizman

[821 SummitRoad #110

Cincinnati, OH 45237

(513)821-2400

e-mail: CadCenter@aol.com

Provides disability information and assists in

personal advocacy families of children with special

needs.

Dayton Area Minority Adoptive Parents
Raymond Moore

191 Coddington Avenue

Xenia, OH 45385

(937)372-5700

e-mail: rmoore@dayton.net
www.damap.org

Offers support and educational services to
prospective adoptive, adoptive, foster care and
kinship families. Maintains an information
warmline and informational web site.

Dave Thomas Foundation

PO. Box 7164

Dublin, OH 43017

(614)764-3413
www.davethomasfoundationforadoption.org
Offers advocacy services, referral information and
publications.

Deborah C. Joy, MA, LPCC

[ 527 Madison Road, Suite A-2

Cincinnati, OH 45206

(513)961-2224

Offers consultation, training, and therapy for
families and children in foster and adoptive
homes. Specializes in the treatment of sexual
abuse, attachment issues, international adoption,
and older children placements.

Families Through Adoption / Families
Embracing Open Adoption

Deb Bibart or Di Dysart

3033 Dayton Road

Newark, OH 43055

(740) 973-5012

e-mail: adopt@alink.com

Offers monthly support groups for those who have
adopted. Networks for those researching
adoption and provides educational presentations
on adoption.

North American Council on Adoptable
Children (N.A.C.A.C)

970 Raymond Avenue, Suite 106

St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

(612) 644-3036

WWW.nacac.org

Provides advocacy, public policy, information,
publications, annual conferences, and support
networks.

Ohio Family Care Association

Contact: Dot Erickson

PO. Box 82185

Columbus, OH 43202

(614)268-7776

e-mail: OFCA@aol.com
www.ohiofamilycareassoc.org

Offers family-membership, state-wide
association offering support and advocacy to
adoptive, foster, and kinship families.
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Families Woven From the Heart

Kris Housely or Jennie Brumfield

5278 Wooster Road West

Norton, OH 44203

(330)825-7814

e-mail: jbrumfie@neobright.net
Offers adoption support and friendship.

Interracial Families in Friendship

Janet Ingraham Dwyer or Siobhan Wolf Shafer
145 East Como Avenue

Columbus, OH 43202

(614)447-1586

e-mail: wolftale@wolftale.net
www.simplyliving.org/ifif

Provides monthly social meetings,

discussion groups, information, and support for
interracial families.

Miami Valley Adoption Coalition, Inc.

Marjalie Schaaf

4923 Timberlawn Court

Greenville, OH 45331

(937)547-1021

e-mail: mschaaf@wcoil.com
http://communitylink.activedayton.com/servlet/
groups_ProcServ/dbpage

Offers education on adoption issues and general
adoption information.

Midwest Ohio Resource Family

Angela Schoepflin

8096 West U.S. 36

St. Paris, OH 43072

(937)663-0232

e-mail:  seigna72@hotmail.com

Provides support groups for families involved in
adoption, kinship, foster care, and respite
services.

National Adoption Center

[ 500 Walnut Street, Suite 701
Philadelphia, PA 19102

(800) TO-ADOPT

www.adopt.org

Offers information and support services.

National Adoption Information Clearinghouse
330 C Street

Washington, DC 20201

(888) 251-0075

www.naic.acf.hhs.gov/

Provides information, referral services and
publications.

Parenthesis Family Advocates

Betsey Linder

2242 South Hamilton Road, Suite 200
Columbus, OH 43232

6147519112

e-mail: PFAdopt@columbus.rr.com

Provides homestudy and post-adoption services.

Resolve of Ohio

John Huston

PO.Box 141277

Columbus, OH 43214

(800) 414-OHIO

e-mail: info@resolveohio.org
www.ResolveofOhio.org

Offers infertility support and adoption education
and support. Offers monthly educational
programs, newsletters, support groups, and
referral services.



Single Parent by Adoption Support System
(SPASS)

Marilon Priestle

2547 Talbott Avenue

Cincinnati, OH 4521 |

(513)661-5170

e-mail:  Mpriestle@aol.com

Offers support group and friendship for single
parents. Support meetings welcome individuals
considering or committed to adoption.

The Preparation for Parenting Program
Barbara Hronley

3333 Burnet Avenue

Cincinnati, OH 45229

(513)636-8364

e-mail: ppprogram@chmcc.org

Offers educational support groups, resource
manuals, training, adoption education,
interdisciplinary assessments of children, and
professional support plans.

The Tri-State Adoption Coalition

Sharon Wiley

3197 St. Rt. 126

Hamilton, OH 45013

e-mail:  swileyTSAC@aol.com
www.tristateadoption.org

Reaches out to business communities and
neighborhoods in order to raise awareness about
children issues.
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